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Elevation Certificate 
Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA)
PROPERTY OWNERS

The elevation certificate is used to provide information necessary to ensure compliance with first floor elevation requirements in community floodplain management ordinances.  The certificate does not waive the flood insurance requirement, but is used by the property owner to support a request for a Letter of Map Amendment or Revision (LOMA or LOMR).  Only a LOMA or LOMR from FEMA can amend the flood map and remove the Federal requirement for a lending institution to require the purchase of flood insurance.

INSURANCE AGENTS

The elevation certificate is used by the insurance agent to property rate flood insurance policies for buildings constructed after the date of the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM).  The agent needs to know the elevation of the lowest floor of the structure and compare it to the Base Flood Elevation (BFE).  The higher the floor is built above the BFE the less the owner pays for insurance.  Garden City requires that the lowest floor elevation be at or above the BFE.  
BUILDING REQUIREMENTS

Any structure constructed in the Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) requires an elevation certificate prior to issuance of a building permit.  A preliminary certificate is prepared prior to construction, and a final certificate is submitted prior to occupancy to verify that the minimum standards were met.  Elevation Certificates must be submitted on official FEMA forms and   outdated forms will not be accepted.

CITY SERVICES

If you are a homeowner, buyer, seller, real estate agent, developer, or insurance agent, elevation certificates are provided to you free of charge.  When you make your request in person or by phone or fax, please be sure that you have the address of the property readily available, and if possible, the lot, block and subdivision name.  The City has a database of elevation certificates dating back nearly twenty years, and also has on file FEMA approved LOMAs and LOMRs.  
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