








Don May, a developer from San Diego testified that he thought there should be no parking space 
minimums—eliminate them all and let private property owners decide how many parking spaces are 
necessary for a given development.  He said that people will “self-regulate.”  However, if parking 
problems arise, government will need to step in and regulate and will have to issue parking permits and 
manage all on-street parking.  Mr. May also thought that parking districts, shared public spaces, and 
tandem parking should be utilized to solve parking problems.  He also said that providing parking is 
expensive for developers, so developers should be able to decide for themselves whether or not to 
provide for parking.  It is a free market.  Developers need to make a certain profit, like 15%, in order to 
take the risk of development.  They will pass along the savings from not having to provide parking to 
renters and home purchasers.  He reference Dr. Donald Shoup who has authored several books on the 
costs of parking. 

Jason Jones also testified, and I believe he said he was a developer.  His comments were similar to Mr. 
May’s.  He said government shouldn’t tell private land owners what to do with their land.  Parking 
should be on public streets on a first-come, first-served basis.  It is a free market. 

Providing a different view of parking issues was Bob Cluff who lives in a neighborhood in the Marigold, 
Coffey area.  He testified that 2 to 3 family units are living in small homes in his neighborhood because 
they can’t afford to live separately.  He said that most of the homes have two car garages, but the 
garages are full of stuff, so the residents park on both sides of every street in the neighborhood.  His 
street, along with many others have become overflow parking for renters.  He believes that Garden City 
needs to require more parking, not less. 

Bob Cluff’s son, Jacob Cluff, testified that one space per unit is not adequate.  People still need vehicles.  
He is certain there is a solution, but the proposed parking code amendments isn’t the right solution. 

At the end of the meeting, each Council Member shared some thoughts about what they had heard and 
what impact the parking code amendments might have on the future of Garden City.   In general there 
were concerns about the long-term (15-20 years) effects of parking regulation, whether on public or 
private roads.  Councilman Jacobs thought that parking should be reviewed as it relates to the Garden 
City Comprehensive Plan. 

Council member Jorgensen mentioned the long-term impact of any decisions the Council makes.  She 
said that many high density projects in Garden City have been approved but not yet completed, 
including the former Fair Grounds property.  I took that to mean that we won’t know for quite a while 
what impact parking decisions will have on these projects (forgive me if I misunderstood.)  She 
mentioned that Garden City is landlocked and that approximately 26% of Garden City’s existing housing 
is currently for low income households.  She also mentioned that homeowners in the Plantation 
neighborhood have a right to be concerned and that Council should protect existing neighborhoods, 
their safety and property values.  She said that she didn’t think that effective mass transit will happen 
soon, if at all, and it is hard to contemplate reducing parking requirements. 

Councilman Heller agreed with almost everything that the other Council members had said.  He is 
sensitive to traffic issues and thinks there should be flexibility in the code. 

Thank you for your work.  I appreciate that you have a lot to consider, and I appreciate your 
consideration of my thoughts.  Deb Riedel 
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Kena Champion

From: Debra Riedel <Debra.Riedel@RaymondJames.com>
Sent: Friday, February 3, 2023 9:01 AM
To: John Evans; Teresa Jorgensen; Russ Heller; Bill Jacobs; James Page
Cc: planning
Subject: Garden City Parking Code Amendment
Attachments: February 2.pdf

Good morning. 
 
Please see my attached letter regarding the pending Parking Code Amendment.  Voting on this matter two days prior to 
the first public presentation of the River Club Rezone Request could be problematic. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Respectfully, 
Deb 
 
Debra K. Riedel 
Senior Vice President, Investments 
 
Raymond James Business 3JQ 
T  208.908.6151 //   F 844.206.7655 
1109 West Main Street Suite 600, Boise, ID 83702 

 

 
 
Raymond James & Associates, Inc. member NYSE/SIPC. 
 
Please visit http://raymondjames.com/smrja.htm for Additional Risk and Disclosure Information. Raymond James does 
not accept private client orders or account instructions by email. This email: (a) is not an official transaction confirmation 
or account statement; (b) is not an offer, solicitation, or recommendation to transact in any security; (c) is intended only 
for the addressee; and (d) may not be retransmitted to, or used by, any other party. This email may contain confidential 
or privileged information; please delete immediately if you are not the intended recipient. Raymond James monitors 
emails and may be required by law or regulation to disclose emails to third parties. 
 
Investment products are: Not deposits. Not FDIC Insured. Not guaranteed by the financial institution. Subject to risk. 
May Lose Value. 
 
This may constitute a commercial email message under the CAN-SPAM Act of 2003. If you do not wish to receive 
marketing or advertising related email messages from us, please reply to this message with “unsubscribe” in your 
response. You will continue to receive emails from us related to servicing your account(s). 

Total Control Panel Login 

 

To: planning@gardencityidaho.org 

From: debra.riedel@raymondjames.com 
 

Remove this sender from my allow list 
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You received this message because the sender is on your allow list. 
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