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INTRODUCTION

The Urban Forestry Unit of the Boise Parks & Recreation Department manages the publicly owned
portion of Boise’s urban forest resource which includes street, park, Greenbelt and cemetery trees.
This guide was created to help answer the most commonly asked questions about appropriate tree
selection in a number of different landscape applications, from home to commercial. The importance
of planting the right tree in the right location is at the heart of sound community forestry practices.

In previous publications this guide was primarily used by homeowners to select trees for rights-of-way
plantings. Over the years we have realized many people were using the guide for tree selection for
other areas of their yard. In addition, architects and developers were using the guide for landscape
plant selection. Therefore, we saw the need to broaden the species recommended and to note which
trees were suited for street or landscape use.

At present there exists no statewide publication stating what tree species will grow successfully in a
particular locale. To help address that dilemma, we obtained lists of trees from four areas throughout
Idaho. The lists appear on page 50 with the name and phone number of the contact agency should
you have further questions.

It is our hope that this guide will expand the availability of tree species marketed at nurseries
throughout Idaho.

TREES...A BOISE HERITAGE

Long before Idaho received its statehood in 1890, early pioneers began the task of planting trees
throughout Boise for the purpose of improving community appearance and providing cool shade in
an otherwise harsh desert environment. Today, thousands of trees now grace our city thanks to the
foresight of these early pioneers and more recently due to the ongoing efforts and commitment of
city administrators and local citizenry.

Recent public awareness of the benefits of trees and their importance in achieving an enhanced
quality of life, has spawned a national movement to secure a place for trees in every community. It
has been demonstrated that trees possess the ability to trap air and underground pollutants, conserve
energy, control erosion, produce oxygen, calm our senses, enhance property values and beautify our
surroundings. Planting trees and nuturing them to maturity is one thing an individual can do to put
society on the track to a sustainable future.

We recommend you keep this guide as a resource when selecting trees for Boise and throughout

Idaho. We hope you enjoy all the features this guide has to offer, as much as we have enjoyed
compiling this comprehensive information.

CERTIFIED

ARBORIST

Boise Urban Forestry
Accredited Forestry Designation

TREE CITY USA Society of M;,gg;,-pa, Arborists




HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

This guide is divided into sections determined by the width, height and spacing requirements
that trees will need at maturity. Broadleaf trees (trees that normally shed their leaves annually)
have been arranged into classes, |, Il, and Ill for easy reference. Conifers (mostly evergreen

trees), are listed next in alphabetical order.

Class I Are small trees which normally do not reach a large height or trunk diameter.
They can be planted beneath power lines and in smaller planting areas. Typical

spacing 20-30 feet.

Class Il Are usually considered medium sized trees and predominately planted for their
shade and general landscape uses. Typical spacing 30-40 feet.

Class 111 Many are long-lived and attain large height and trunk diameter. When selecting a
tree from this class, be sure you have ample room to accommodate it at maturity.

Typical spacing 40-60 feet.

Conifers Provide year round greenery, screening, and serve
as excellent wildlife sanctuaries. They generally
should not be pruned and therefore need
large growing areas away from
buildings, sidewalks and driveways.

Spacing varies with species.

Specific heights, crown spreads and other tree
characteristics are found under the description

of each tree.

TREE FORMS

The tree forms pictured here are examples of tree
shapes at maturity. It should give you a good
idea of how the tree will look and help you
plan its inclusion in your land-scape. These
forms are referred to under the tree
characteristics in this guide.
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SYMBOLS

At the bottom of each illustrated tree page are boxes with symbols denoting additional
information about that particular tree. These symbols are explained below:

Solar Friendly Trees — A solar friendly tree is one that has been planted at a specific
location within your landscape to maximize the suns rays year-round. Solar friendly
trees provide shade during the Summer and a large percentage of sunlight penetration
during the Winter, which results in a solar energy efficient home. Solar friendly trees
have an open branch structure, leaf out late in the Spring, and drop their leaves early in
the Fall.

Large broadleaf trees on the south and west sides of your house will shade the roof
and walls in the Summer. In the Winter, they will allow the warming sunlight to pass
through.

Drought Tolerance — No tree can survive in permanently dry soil. Some tree species,

however, are more tolerant of periodic dry soil conditions than others. For our purposes,
three levels of tolerance are defined, each falling along a range from lower water demand
to higher water demand. Each of these levels is assigned a symbol; these levels and their
respective symbols fall along a scale which may be shown as follows:

Lower Moderate Higher
Water Water Water
Demand Demand Demand

Remember: Lower water demand does not mean a tree can survive in permanently
dry soil. All trees prefer a somewhat moist soil for optimum health and maximum
growth. To protect your investment, be sure to water trees regularly in hot, dry
periods.

Wildlife Friendly - Produces fruit, nuts, shelter or nesting sites for animals and birds

Street Tree - OK to plant in the rights-of-way along streets (permit required)

Utility Friendly - OK to plant under utility lines

Windbreaks - Helps screen and deflect winds away from homes and buildings



USDA ZONES

The United States Department of Agriculture has established ten hardiness zones (temperature ranges)
throughout the United States based on 10° differences in the average annual minimum temperature.
Trees are propagated and grown to match these zones. Referring to these zones can help you decide
which type of tree to plant for optimal growing success. The four hardiness zones in Idaho are listed
below with the average annual minimum temperature for each:

Zone 3: -40 to -30°F Zone 5: -20 to -10°F
Zone 4: -30 to -20°F Zone 6: -10 to O°F

These zones are in parenthesis under the “Growing Conditions” section of each illustrated page. Boise
is a zone 5/6. Contact your local extension office for the correct zone in your area.

STREET TREE PLANTING PERMIT

If you are a Boise resident and wish to plant a tree in the public rights-of-way (property extending
beyond the roadway to the abutting private property), you will need a permit from the Urban
Forestry Unit. There is no charge for the permit or the labor to plant it. We have several programs
from which to select and purchase a tree. Please call 384-4085 for further information on cost,
available species and maintenance responsibilities. Trees that are purchased and planted under
this City program are guaranteed for a period of one year, if properly watered and cared for by
the property owner. After the tree is planted, you will be billed for the cost of the tree.
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PLAN BEFORE YOU PLANT |

The importance of matching the tree and its growth requirements to the planting site cannot be
over emphasized. The best planting procedures known will not save a tree that is poorly suited

to the planting site. The tree must be able to tolerate factors such as unfavorable soil conditions,
inadequate or excessive water levels and space or shade limitations. Selecting a tree that meets
the site conditions is the single most important factor in guaranteeing its success. Begin by
making a sketch of your property showing existing vegetation, utilities, sidewalks and driveways.
When planting more than one tree or groups of trees, be conscious of the different planting space
required for each species. Be sure to group those needing similar growing conditions together

(i.e. water, light and soil types). In Idaho you must call Digline at 1-800-342-1585 before digging.

To select the planting site and the tree that best fits your needs, carefully consider:

A. Landscaping purpose — To provide shade, color, a screen from the wind or to enhance
wildlife habitat.

B. Planting site — Are overhead or underground utilities present? Make sure you give your tree
adequate room to grow. Try to envision it 10-50 years into the future. How close is the tree
to structures and other trees near the planting area.

C. Soils — in urban areas can be highly variable. Too much or too little drainage often causes
trees to decline and die. Check with your county extension office for soil testing information.

D. Maintenance — All trees need regular watering, routine pruning and periodic inspection for
pests and disease. Planning now can save time and money later.



TREE PLANTING INSTRUCTIONS

The three most common types of planting stock found at local nurseries are in containers, bare
root, or balled and burlapped (B&B). Planting procedures will vary depending on the type of stock
selected. Each has advantages and disadvantages, but a sturdy tree will result by carefully following
the procedures outlined below.

1.

Dig a hole 2-3 times as wide as the root ball and the same depth as the tree was planted in the
nursery. Make sure the sides of the hole are rough and uneven. This helps the roots become
established in the native soil. Continue with the steps below, depending on the type of stock
you are planting.

Type Planting Procedures

Container Gently remove container and inspect the root ball for circling roots. If only a

Stock few are found, gently separate and spread them outward. Eliminate masses of
circling roots by cutting 2-4 vertical slices on the root ball sides to a depth of
one-half inch and cut a shallow “X” on the bottom of the root ball. Cutting
circling roots in this way allows growth of new roots into the surrounding native
soil. Place the root ball in the planting hole, making sure that the top is level
with or slightly higher than the surrounding ground.

Balled & Carefully set the tree into the planting hole so the top of the root ball is level
Burlapped | with or slightly higher than the surrounding ground. If the tree is in a wire basket,
(B&B) completely remove it, if possible, or remove the upper one-half after the tree is
in its final planting position. Take care not to damage the roots or disturb the
integrity of the root ball. Adjust the position using pressure on the root ball;
don’t move it by twisting the trunk. Straighten the tree and stabilize it by adding
soil around the bottom portion of the root ball. Cut and remove all twine, and
cut the burlap half way down the root ball.

Bare Root | Be sure to keep the roots moist at all times! Prune away any damaged or
broken roots. Place the tree in the hole at the same depth that it grew in the
nursery. Do not allow roots to curl up or around in the hole. Add soil until the
tree can stand by itself. Hold it straight while the hole is being filled. Gently
push soil under and between roots with your hands to remove large air pockets.
If the tree settles in the hole, gently pull it back to the proper depth.

Stand back and inspect the tree from several sides to make sure it’s straight. If not, move the

tree in the hole until it stands straight. Backfill with soil around the roots until the hole is half

full. Water sparingly to settle the soil and remove air pockets. Lightly tamp the soil in with the
shovel handle to compress the soil around the root ball, taking care not to damage the roots.

Continue adding soil until the hole is filled. Do not cover the top of the root ball with soil.

. With the remaining soil, build a basin around the edge of the filled hole. Fill the basin with

water several times and allow it to soak into the root ball between each filling. Add soil where
excessive settling has occurred.

Fill the basin with 2-3" of wood chips. Do not place chips directly against the trunk, as this may
promote trunk rot.

Unless you live in a windy area, it is not necessary to stake the tree. If you do stake, remove
them after one year. Stake if the root ball is fractured or the trunk is not stable.



MAINTAINING HEALTHY TREES

Once a tree is planted there are several things that must
be done to help ensure its survival. Most of the threats to
the health and life of young trees can be avoided or
reduced with a few simple precautions. Please read the
following post-planting care tips carefully.

WATERING Prune broken
Watering the tree regularly during the Stake only when Eiaieciis
first year is critical to its establishment. absolutely necessary

fter 1
Apply about 142" of water per week at remove ater Ty

one time, rather than watering daily.

Place a shallow pie pan under the 2 to 3" mulch
tree canopy and water the area until of bark or
114" accumulates in the pan. wood chips
Depending on your sprinkler

system, it may take 2 hour to 3-4

hours. Begin watering in the Spring

when soils start drying out and :?/Isolilr 120|e__,/— —
continue until Fall. Deduct rainfall compactedb‘x \A) //
received during the week from the ( {

114" total. Water more often in remove burlap
periods of drought and above ” rootballon ~ and wire basket

normal temperatures. “nd'St‘flrbed
SOl

remove transit

L trunk guard

keep mulch away
from root collar

MULCHING

Mulching is a must! Mulch with wood chips to help retain soil moisture and reduce weeds.
It also protects the tree from lawn mowers and weed whippers. Mulch with 2"-3" of material
at a 6' diameter. Keep mulch away from the tree trunk a few inches to avoid trunk rot. As
mulch decomposes, it enriches the soil and provides organic matter and beneficial micro-
organisms.

FERTILIZING

Fertilizers are natural or synthetically produced elements applied to the soil or foliage of
plants to supply nutrients necessary for normal or accelerated growth. With the exception
of nitrogen, fertilizing with other nutrients is usually not required unless a known deficiency
exists. As long as your trees have normal leaf size and color and appear to be growing well,
the nutrients in the soil are probably adequate.

If a deficiency is suspected, a soil analysis should be done to determine what nutrient or
mineral is deficient. Testing can usually be performed by an agricultural soils laboratory or

by your local county extension service. After testing, a report is prepared for you identifying
what nutrients need to be applied to correct any deficiencies. Only those nutrients which are
known to be deficient should be applied since over application of certain elements over time
can be harmful to your trees.
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Over fertilization can contribute to ground water contamination or pollution of adjacent
bodies of water. If nitrogen is to be applied, slow release formulas are recommended as they
will limit the chances of root ‘burning’, which can be caused by some of the quick release,
high concentrate, nitrogen fertilizers. Natural organic forms of nitrogen are your best choices
for fertilizing.

PRUNING

Pruning is the most common tree maintenance procedure. Pruning to improve structure or
enhance vigor is associated with mature or aging trees. When planting young trees, prune to
remove the dead, broken or crossing branches. Cut the branches to just outside the branch
collar. Avoid flush cuts or stubs. Do not apply wound dressings to the cut area after pruning.
It is not necessary and may impede the tree's natural healing process. For more information
or for a list of licensed tree pruners please call 384-4085.

Some of the more common forms of pests include insects, mites, bacteria, fungi and viruses.
There are many organisms in the landscape that are considered pests because of the amount
of damage they cause the host plant or because they may be present in such large numbers
that they become undesirable. However, some of these organisms do not harm plants but are
truly beneficial to the host plant and are a valuable component of the ecosystem.

Many pest problems occur as a result of improper watering, poor plant stock, or an inferior
planting site. Trees that are poorly adapted to a particular site are usually the ones most
affected by pests. Choosing the appropriate tree and planting it in an environment capable
of sustaining good growth will significantly reduce many pest problems.

In selecting the trees for the illustrated section of this guide, we have chosen species that
have adapted well to our local environment. Although we have listed certain pests associated
with these trees, with the proper attention to correct planting procedures, growing conditions
and maintenance, you will promote a tree's best protection against pests...good health.

WEEDS AND THE
USE OF HERBICIDES

Keep the area around your tree free of weeds and other competing plants. Use wood chip
mulch to suppress the weeds or remove them by hand when possible. Avoid the use of
herbicides near the tree as certain formulations may seriously injure or kill the tree. If you

do decide to use herbicides, avoid getting any on the leaves, branches, trunk or near the root
area of any plant you wish to keep. Beware of fertilizers containing weed killers. These types
of ‘weed and feed’ fertilizers should not be used over areas where tree roots are growing, as
they can seriously injure or even kill trees. Remember that tree roots extend well beyond the
perimeter of the outermost branches.



L andscape Uses of Trees in This Guide

Each of the tree species pictured in this selection guide is listed below in alphabetical order with some
outstanding features, qualities and possible landscape uses. This table is not meant to limit uses of these
trees, but rather to assist you in selecting better trees for particular landscaping situations. You are
encouraged to plant species where you feel they will serve your needs while maintaining healthy growth
and good aesthetic qualities.

Ever- | Showy | Fall Street | Drought | Wildlife/ Solar | Powerline | Wind
Species Common Name green |Flowers [Color! | Tree? | Tolerant| Natural | Friendly | Friendly |Break |Page
Alder, Mountain ° ° ° 20
Arborvitae, Eastern ° 36
Ash, Green ° o ° ° 20
Ash, Raywood ° ° ° ° 21
Ash, White ° 21
Baldcypress, Common ° 36
Beech, European ° ° ° ° 31
Birch, River ) 22
Birch, Water ) ° 47
Buckeye, Yellow ° ° o ° 47
Catalpa, Northern ° ° ° ° 31
Cedar, Alaska ° 47
Cedar, Eastern Red ° ° ° ° 47
Cedar, Western Red o ° 47
Cherry, Higan ° ° ° ° ° ° 46
Cherry, Oriental ° ° ° ° ° ° 16
Cherry, Yoshino ® ® ° ° ° 46
Chokecherry, Common ° ° ° ° ° ° 46
Coffeetree, Kentucky ) ° ° ° 32
Corktree, Amur ° ° ° ° 22
Cottonwood, Black ° ° 32
Crabapple, Red Flowering [ ° ° ° ° 13
Crabapple, White Flowering ® ° ° ° ° ° 13
Dogwood, Flowering ® ° ° ° ° 14
Dogwood, Kousa ° ° ° ° ° ° 46
Douglasfir ° ° ° ° 37
Falsecypress, Lawson [ ] 37
Filbert, Turkish ° ° ° ° ° 23
Fir, White ° ° ° 38
Ginkgo ° 23
Goldenraintree ° ° ° ° ® ° 14
Hackberry, Common ° ° 24
Hawthorn, Douglas ° ° ° ° ° ° 46
Hawthorn, English ° ° ° ° ° ° ° 46

"Tree species having outstanding red, yellow or orange fall color. See individual tree characteristics for description of fall foliage color.
2 Permit required to plant trees on public right-of-way property. There is no cost for the permit. Call Boise Urban Forestry at 384-4085.
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Ever- | Showy Fall Street | Drought| Wildlife/| Solar | Powerline| Wind

Species Common Name green | Flowers |Color! | Tree? | Tolerant| Natural | Friendly | Friendly | Break | Page |
Hawthorn, Green ° o o ° ° ° ° 46
Hawthorn, Lavalle ° ° ° ° ° ° ° 46
Hawthorn, Singleseed [ ° ° ° ° ° 46
Hawthorn, Washington ° ° ° ° ° ° ° 15
Hickory, Shagbark ° ° ° 47
Honeylocust, Thornless ° ° 24
Hornbeam, European ° ° 25
Horsechestnut, Common L] ° 25
Incensecedar, California o ° 38
Ironwood ° ° 47
Juniper, Chinese o ° ° ° 47
Juniper, Rocky Mountain L] ° ) 39
Larch, European ° ° 39
Lilac, Japanese Tree [ ] [ ] ) 15
Linden, American ° ° ° 26
Linden, Littleleaf ° ° ° 26
Linden, Silver ® ° 27
Magnolia, Cucumbertree ° 27
Magnolia, Saucer ° ° ° 16
Magnolia, Star ° ° o ° 46
Maple, Amur ° ° ° ° ° 16
Maple, Bigtooth ° ° ° ° 46
Maple, Black ° ) ° ° 47
Maple, Hedge ° ° ° ° ° 17
Maple, Norway ° ° ° ° 28
Maple, Rocky Mountain ° ° ° ° 46
Maple, Sugar ° ° ° ° 28
Maple, Sycamore ° ) ) 47
Mountain Ash, European o L] ° ° ) 46
Oak, Bur ° ° ° 33
Oak, English ° ° ° 33
Oak, Red ° [ ° 34
Oak, Sawtooth ° ° ° ° 47
Oak, Shumard ° ° ° 47
Oak, Swamp White ° ° ° 34
Pagodatree, Japanese (] ° ° ° 29
Pear, Callery ° ° 17
Persimmon, Common L] L] L] ° ° ° 29
Pine, Austrian [ ] [ [ ) 40
Pine, Bristlecone ° ° ° 40
Pine, Eastern White o ° ° 47
Pine, Himalayan ° ° 47
Pine, Japanese Black ° ° ° 48
Pine, Japanese White ° ° 48

"Tree species having outstanding red, yellow or orange fall color. See individual tree characteristics for description of fall foliage color.
2 Permit required to plant trees on public right-of-way property. There is no cost for the permit. Call Boise Urban Forestry at 384-4085.
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s | s cotar || vt | it | ey | v o
Species Common Name green | Flowers Color! | Tree? | Tolerant| Natural Friendly | Friendly | Break| Page
Pine, Limber ° ° o ° 41
Pine, Lodgepole o ° 48
Pine, Mugo L] ° ° ° ° 41
Pine, Pinyon L] ) ) 48
Pine, Ponderosa L] ° ) ° 42
Pine, Scotch ° ° ° 42
Pine, Western White ° ° ° 48
Planetree, London o o 35
Plum, Blireiana L 18
Plum, Purpleleaf ° ° ° ° ° 46
Redbud, Eastern ) ° ° ° 18
Redwood, Dawn ° 43
Sequoia, Giant o ® ° 43
Serviceberry, Saskatoon ° ° ° ° 46
Smoketree, Common ° ® ° ° 46
Spruce, Colorado o ° ° 44
Spruce, Engelmann o ° ° 48
Spruce, Norway L] ° ) 44
Spruce, Serbian ° ° ° 45
Spruce, White ° ° ° 45
Sumac, Staghorn [ [ ° ° ° ° 19
Sweetgum, American ° ° 30
Tuliptree ® ® ° ° 35
Walnut, English ° ° 47
Yellowwood, American o o o o 30

"Tree species having outstanding red, yellow or orange fall color. See individual tree characteristics for description of fall foliage color.
2 Permit required to plant trees on public right-of-way property. There is no cost for the permit. Call Boise Urban Forestry at 384-4085.

Tree Availability

Many of the recommended trees listed in this guide are generally available at local nurseries.
Trees grown at the City of Boise, Laura Moore Cunningham nursery, are available for street
tree plantings only.

One major emphasis of this publication has been to introduce species that you may not be
aware of and to encourage you to look and educate yourself on the best selection for your
particular yard and growing area. Some of the trees within this brochure will need to be
special ordered from your local nursery, as they may not ordinarily have them in stock. We
are hoping this end user market demand will spur Idaho nurseries to widen their landscape
tree stock.

Many of the specimens available for viewing are located on private property but can be viewed
from the public rights-of-way. Please respect the privacy of individual property owners. Do not
trespass on their land.
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Crabapple, Red Flowering

Botanical Name: Malus spp.

Crabapple, White

Botanical Name: Malus spp.

Flowering

m Rosaceae Fall Color | Yellow/brown

Varies w/ variety || Seed Small apple
Size 15-25 ft. high Light pink to
15-25 ft. spread rosy red

® Characteristics

Selection of the variety of this popular small tree is usually based on
flower color (varies from light pink to rosy-pink to deeper shades of
red) and fruit color(red or orange) and persistence (clinging or falling
in winter). Apples can be a favorite of birds. Can be very beautiful.

® Growing Conditions (Hardy in Zones 3-6)

Water: Quite drought tolerant in maturity.
Light Full sun.
Soil: Well-drained, acidic soil is best. Quite adaptable however.

® Growth Rate
Medium/fast, depending on variety. Shortlived to at most 50 years.

® Disease and Insect Pests
Fireblight can be a serious disease as can cedar-apple rust and apple
scab. Borers, scale and aphids are among the common insect pests.

® Commonly Available Varieties

‘Prairiefire’ - pink/red flowers with red persisting fruit.
‘Robinson’ - deep pink flowers with red persisting fruit.
‘Indian Summer’ - rose red flowers with bright red persisting fruit.
‘Strawberry Parf.” - pink flowers; yellow fruit not persisting.
‘Purple Prince’ - purple-leaf form; maroon fruit not persisting.
‘Coralburst’ - rose-pink flowers; bronze, non-persisting fruit.

® Where to See
- West side of Capitol Blvd. - across from BSU

m Rosaceae Fall Color | Yellow/brown

m Varies w/ variety

Seed Small apple

White fragrant
spring bloom

15-25 ft. high

15-25 ft. spread
® Characteristics
Same characteristics as those under Red Flowering Crabapple, except
flower color is pure white. Fruit color among the varieties are red,
orange or gold and winter persistence of the fruit on the tree also
differs, some remaining until spring. Again, apples edible to birds.

® Growing Conditions (Hardy in Zones 3-6)

Water:  Quite drought tolerant in maturity.
Light:  Full sun.
Soil: Well-drained, acidic soil is best. Quite adaptable however.

® Growth Rate
Medium/fast, depending on variety. Short-lived to at most 50 years.

® Disease and Insect Pests
See under Red Flowering Crabapple.

® Commonly Available Varieties
‘Donald Wyman’- excellent selection, bright red persisting fruit.

sargentii - dwarf spreader, 8-10 ft. high, red persisting fruit.
‘Spring Snow’ - carries almost no fruit; good patio tree.

‘Red Jewel’ - heavy flower and fruit producer; bright red fruit.
‘Adirondack’ - heavy flowering, compact form; bright red fruit.

‘Harvest Gold” - somewhat columnar form; gold, persisting fruit.

transitoria -‘Schmidtcutleaf” has tiny golden fruit & is cut-leaf.

® Where to See
- In front of BSU Student Union Building
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C Dogwood, Flowering

Botanical Name: Cornus florida

14

Goldenraintree

Botanical Name:

Koelreuteria paniculata

Cornaceae Fall Color | Excellent red
Irregular, unique Seed Red, stone fruit
20-25 ft. high

20-30 ft. spread

Flower 3" Red, pink or white
in spring
® Characteristics

Dark green leaves consistently turning red in autumn. Attractive in
all seasons. Excellent specimen tree and is considered by many to
be one of the most attractive native flowering trees in the United
States. Flowers in spring before leaves appear. Flower color varies
with the variety selected. Appealing to birds and wildlife.

® Growing Conditions (Hardy in Zones 5-6)

Water: Moderate to high water demand.
Light:  Partial shade.
Soil: Cool, well-drained, light soil with some organic matter.

® Growth Rate
Slow/medium. Short to moderate life-span.

® Disease and Insect Pests

Borers and leaf spots are common, especially on stressed trees.
Maintaining proper watering and soil conditions helps to keep this
species healthy.

® Commonly Available Varieties
‘Cloud 9’- does better in heat; excellent flowering specimen.

® Where to See

- Cathedral of the Rockies, northeast. corner of Franklin and N. 11th
Street

- B.S.U. Campus, in front of Simplot/Micron Building

m Sapindaceae Fall Color | Yellow

Papery “lantern”

Yellow clusters
in July

Flower

Round

30-40 ft. high

30-40 ft. spread
® Characteristics
A superb flowering tree for many situations. Unrivaled for late
summer yellow flowers. Leaves are 8 to 15 inches long and bear 8
to 15 irregularly lobed medium green leaflets. In spring, the leaves
emerge a purplish-red color. Seed capsules begin to appear in August
looking very much like Japanese paper lanterns; they persist on the
tree throughout the winter.

® Growing Conditions (Hardy in Zones 5-6)

Water: Heat and drought tolerant in maturity.
Light:  Full sun.
Soil: Adaptable. Tolerant of heavy, alkaline soils.

® Growth Rate
Fast; nearly two feet per growing season on a good site.

® Disease and Insect Pests
Mostly free of major pests.

® Commonly Available Varieties
‘September’ - flowers late; may not be as hardy as species.

® Where to See
- B.S.U. Campus, eastside of Applied Technology Building
- Southwest corner of Franklin and North 4th Street
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Hawthorn, Washington

Botanical Name: Crataegus phaenopyrum

Lilac, Japanese Tree
Botanical Name: Syringa reticulata

m Rosaceae Fall Color | Orange/red

Seed

Fall Color |Brown

Oleaceae

Seed 1" capsules

Oval/rounded

Red, berry-like

20-30 ft. high

White clusters
in late spring

Oval/round

20-30 ft. high
15-25 ft. spread

Flower Showy 8" cluster
of white in June

18-25 ft. spread
® Characteristics
Emerging leaves in spring are reddish purple changing to glossy dark,
three-lobed green in summer. Beautiful flower display for two weeks
in May. Fruit sets in late summer and colors to outstanding bright
red in September (persistent). Fall color is consistent. Good plant for
wildlife, but thorns may present a problem in high traffic areas.

® Growing Conditions (Hardy in Zones 4-6)

Water:  Quite drought tolerant in maturity.
Light:  Full sun.
Soil: Adaptable, but not good in poorly drained soils.

® Growth Rate
Moderate; one to two feet per year. Short-lived to 60 years at most.

® Disease and Insect Pests
Fireblight, leaf rust, tent caterpillars, scale, leaf spots, mites.

® Commonly Available Varieties
Some columnar forms exist. See your local nursery.

® Where to See
- Boise Main Library parking lot; 715 S. Capitol Blvd.

® Characteristics

A great selection for attractive, fragrant summer flowering. Dark
green oval leaf in summer with attractive cherry-like reddish/brown
bark. Branches and leaves arch with maturity, giving a graceful
appearance. Good landscape tree with possible street tree uses.

® Growing Conditions (Hardy in Zones 4-6)

Water: Moderate water demand.
Light:  Full sun for best flowering.
Soil: Loose, well-drained. Somewhat adaptable.

® Growth Rate
Medium; one foot per year.

® Disease and Insect Pests
Borers, leaf and stem blights, leaf miners and scale. Mostly on stressed
trees. By themselves not of great importance.

® Commonly Available Varieties
‘Ivory Silk” - Dense branching and heavy flower production.

® Where to See
-1211 W. Boise Ave,, E. of Marie’s LaFiesta Restaurant
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C Magnolia,
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Saucer

Botanical Name: Magnolia x soulangiana

Maple, Amur

Botanical Name: Acer ginnala

Fall Color | Yellow/brown

Magnoliaceae

Pyramidal/round Seed Cone-like cluster

20-30 ft. high
20-30 ft. spread

Pink/purple to
white, 7" across

® Characteristics

Very desirable as a specimen tree for pre-leaf display of large pink/
white flowers. Often outer ring of petals in pink/purple while interior
petals are pure white. Medium green leaves are 4-6" long. Buds are
soft and wooly. Late spring frosts will sometimes kill the new flower
buds.

® Growing Conditions (Hardy in Zones 5-6)

Water: High water demand.
Light:  Full sun/partial shade.
Soil: Needs good loam with high organic matter content.

® Growth Rate
Medium; one to two feet per year on a good site. Moderate life-
span of about 100 years.

® Disease and Insect Pests
Several leaf spots and cankers. Magnolia scale, Tuliptree scale and
others. Sapsuckers often drill holes in the trunk, doing little harm.

® Commonly Available Varieties
Look for differing flower characteristics.

® Where to See
- 2401 Broadway; (corner of Broadway and Melrose)

Aceraceae Fall Color | Brilliant red
Round Winged
15-20 ft. high Flower Spring, fragrant

15-20 ft. spread yellowish white

® Characteristics

A small tree or large shrub, usually multi-stemmed. Very effective as
a landscape tree and a superb screen or massing plant. One of the
first trees to leaf out in spring. Dark green summer leaves give way
to a startling red/orange in autumn. Maple winged seeds remain on
tree into winter months, adding seasonal interest.

® Growing Conditions (Hardy in Zones 3-6)

Water: Best in moist soil, somewhat drought tolerant in maturity.
Light:  Full sun/partial shade. Fall color is best in full sun.
Soil: Tolerates various types of soil. Alkaline soil adaptable.

® Growth Rate
Medium/fast; one to two feet per growing season. Moderate life-
span.

® Disease and Insect Pests
Verticillium wilt, otherwise mostly free of major pests.

® Commonly Available Varieties
‘Flame’ - densely branched, bright red fruit and fall color.

® Where to See
- Greenbelt on B.S.U. campus just west of foot bridge
- B.S.U. campus towers located on southwest. berm
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Maple, Hedge

Botanical Name: Acer campestre

Pear, Callery

Botanical Name: Pyrus calleryana

m Aceraceae Fall Color | Yellow

m Round/oval

Winged, autumn
25-35 ft. high

Inconspicuous
25-35 ft. spread
® Characteristics

Dark green leaves, fuzzy underneath, cast a dense shade. Often
develops good fall color. A good street or landscape tree for many
situations. Not common, but deserving of more frequent plantings.
Holds leaves late into autumn.

® Growing Conditions (Hardy in Zones 5-6)

Water:  Quite drought tolerant in maturity.
Light:  Full sun/partial shade.
Soil: Tolerates poor, alkaline soil and compaction.

® Growth Rate
Slow; a foot or less per year.

® Disease and Insect Pests
Mostly free of major pests.

® Commonly Available Varieties
‘Queen Elizabeth’ - more vigorous than species; branches at 45°

® Where to See
- Fairmont Park (southeast of swimming pool)

Fall Color |Scarlet, purple

Rosaceae

Oval/pyramidal Small, apple-like

25-35 ft. high
20-30 ft. spread

Flower Carried in white
3" clusters
® Characteristics

An outstanding flowering tree with glossy green leaves that turn a
scarlet red in autumn. Spring flowering display is unequaled, one
source describes the three as a white cloud when in flower. An
excellent street tree and also good in the home landscape.

® Growing Conditions (Hardy in Zones 5-6)

Water: Moderate demand; somewhat drought tolerant in maturity.
Light:  Full sun.
Soil: Adaptable to varying soil types.

® Growth Rate
Medium/fast; between a foot and two feet per year. Shortlived to
60 years.

® Disease and Insect Pests
Fireblight, brown rot. Fireblight resistance seems to vary.

® Commonly Available Varieties

‘Aristocrat’ - a broad, spreading form; fast growth.
‘Chanticleer’ - a narrow, oval form; good for smaller spaces.
‘Capitol’ - a very narrow, columnar form. Use in tight spaces.

® Where to See
- Harrison Blvd. median strip
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C Plum,
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Blireiana

Botanical Name: Prunus x blireiana

Redbud, Eastern

Botanical Name: Cercis canadensis
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m Rosaceae Fall Color

Reddish bronze

Round Seed 1" plum; edible
Size 15-20 ft. high 1" double pink;
15-20 ft. spread April

® Characteristics

Densely branched small tree with reddish purple foliage. Flowers
appear before leaves in spring. Fruitis also reddish purple and may
become ‘lost’ in the foliage during the summer months when in full
leaf. A standout in the landscape.

® Growing Conditions (Hardy in Zones 5-6)

Water: Moderate water demand.
Light:  Full sun.
Soil: Well-drained, adaptable to many soil types.

® Growth Rate
Medium/fast; two feet per year in good sites. Short life-span of 35-
50 years.

® Disease and Insect Pests
Aphids, tent caterpillars, borers, scale, cankers. The species is prone
to attack from many pests and maintaining growth vigor is vital.

® Commonly Available Varieties
Species only.

® Where to See
- Surrounds Lakewood subdivision on Bergeson Street

Fabaceae Fall Color |Yellow/green
Round Seed Bean-like pod
20-30 ft. high Flower Attractive pink

20-25 ft. spread clusters in April

® Characteristics

A beautiful small tree native to North Amer<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>